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OPTIONS TO EXPAND AVAILABILITY OF WEATHER
STATION DATA & DECISION-SUPPORT TOOLS

PROJECT BACKGROUND

This project evolved through consultations with agricultural producers during the development of the Kootenay and Boundary
Agricultural Adaptation Strategies where the need for improved regional weather monitoring and access to decision support tools
consistently emerged as a priority theme. As climate change increases weather variability and shifts baseline “normals” for
temperature, precipitation and other climate indicators — improving producer access to locally relevant weather data and analysis
tools will support responsive and timely farm management decision-making (e.g. timing of pest treatments, timing of plantings and
harvests, etc.) while enhancing broader understanding of how much the baseline “normals” are shifting.
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1. PRIORITY STATION LOCATIONS

The Kootenay and Boundary region is vast and topographically complex with a diversity of climatic conditions that vary over short
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adequately represent the climatic variability of the region, leaving large areas with inadequate monitoring. In addition, many of the

existing stations are not located in close proximity to agricultural land and weather data is often not made available to the public.
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